Adult Bible Study Class
Teacher: Pastor Drayton

THEME: Discovering Our God-Given Purpose

TEXT: Various

Williams AME Church

The Purpose Driven Life Bible Study

Taken from the book, The Purpose Driven Life: What On Earth Am | Here For? by Rick Warren

WEEK 2

DAY 1

DAY 2

DAY 3

DAY 4

DAY 5

DAY 6

DAY 7

WHAT ON EARTH AM | HERE FOR?

It’s not about me.

| am not an
accident.

Living on purpose is
the path to peace.

There is more to life
than just here and
now.

Life is a test and a
trust.

This world is not my
home.

It’s all for Him.

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

1.

Colossians 1:16

Isaiah 44:2

Isaiah 26:3

1John 2:17

Luke 16:10

2 Corinthians 4:18

Romans 11:36

In spite of all the advertising around me,
how can | remind myself that life is really
about living for God, not myself?

Knowing that God uniquely created me,
what areas of my personality, background,
and physical appearance am | struggling to
accept?

What would my family and friends say is
the driving force of my life? What do | want
to be?

Since | was made to last forever, what is the
one thing | should stop doing and the one
thing | should start doing today?

What has happened to me recently that |
now realize was a test from God? What are
the greatest matters God has entrusted to
me?

How should the fact that life on earth is just
a temporary assignment change the way |
am living right now?

Where in my daily routine can | become
more aware of God’s glory?

What do you think are the implications of the first sentence of this book, “It’s not about you”?

2. What do you feel most people’s lives are driven by? What has been the driving force in your life?

3. Up to this point, what image or metaphor has best described your life? A race, a circus,
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something else?

4. |If everyone understood that life on earth is really preparation for eternity, how would we act
differently?

5. What do people get attached to on earth that keeps them from living for God’s purposes?
6. What have you been attached to that could keep you from living for God’s purposes?
PASTOR’S TAKEAWAYS
From Day 3: What Drives Your Life?
0 Many people are driven by guilt.
A OGuilt-driven people are manipulated by memories.§€

O Many people are driven by resentment and anger.

A 6someresentment-RNR @Sy LIS2LX S diikfthkirGngelzuliile Y R
20KSNB aof2¢g dzZLX | §R SELX 2RS Al 2yid2

A Learn from it and let it go.
O Many people are driven by fear.

A Gear-RNA @Sy 1IS2LX S 2FGSy YAaa 3INBI G
venture out.£

O Many people are driven by materialism.
A &Self worth and net worth are not the same.§

O Many people are driven by the need for approval.

A & SAy3a O2yi(iNRftSR 68 (KS 2LIAYyA2Y 27

purposes for your life.€
O Knowing your purpose gives meaning to your life.

O Knowing your purpose simplifies your life.

A dS2LX S K2 R2y Qi 1Y26 O Kdddtidd cauddzN1I2 & S

stress, fatigue and conflict.€
O Knowing your purpose focuses your life.

A dif you want your life to have impact, focus it! Stop dabbling. Stop trying to do it
all.€

@)

Knowing your purpose motivates your life.

@)

Knowing your purpose prepares you for eternity.
O Two questions God will ask:
A OWhat did you do with my Son, Jesus Christ?§
A OWhat did you do with what | gave you?¢
From Day 4: Made to Last Forever

0 @Your relationship to God on earth will determine your relationship to him in eternity.€
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From Day 5: Seeing Life from God’s View

O

O

Life on earth is a test.

A d OGSNEB AYLRNIFYyd G§Said Aa K2g¢g e2dz I Ol 6K
life.€
Life on earth is a trust.

A You will be evaluated and rewarded according to how well you handled what
God entrusted to you. God promises three rewards in heaven: affirmation,
promotion, and celebration.

A €There is a direct relationship between how | use my money and my spiritual life.
How | manage my money determines how much God can trust me with spiritual
blessings.€

From Day 6: Life Is a Temporary Assignment

O

O O

G{FRf&X YlIye [/ KNRaUAIYaA KI @SGntidebodtéddo SR G KSAN
being an ambassador to a foreign country, to pledge allegiance to that country would

mean betrayal to your own homeland.

GbSOASNI F20dza 2y GSYLRNINE ONRgyaodé

G2 KSy fAFTS 3Sda (2dAKI gKSYy @&2dz2QNBE 2IFSNBKST
living for Christ is worth the effort, remember that you are not home yet. At death you

g2y Qi f SREEQOK2YI2 K2YSdE

From Day 7: It’s All for Him

@)
@)
@)

O

G2 KFEG A3 GKS 3t2NR 2F D2RK LG A& 6K2 D2R A3
G2 KSNX Aa GKS 3Fft2NEB 2F D2RK Wdzad 2271 | NP dzy
We are commanded to recognize, honor, declare, praise, reflect and live for His glory

because He deserves it!

GwSTFdzaiy3d (2 ONARYy3 Jf2NEB (2 D2R Aad LINKRSTdA
fallck YR 2dzNB (22 dé

There are five purposes for our lives through which we bring glory to God:

>

Worship God

Love other believers

> >

Become like Christ: Spiritual maturity is becoming like Christ in the way you
think, feel, and act. The more you become like Christ, the more you will glorify
God.

A Serve other with our gifts

A Tell others about Him

OWho are you going to liveforce& 2 dzZNBE St F 2 NJ D2 RK €

Williams AME Church Adult Bible Study Class Page 3



WEEK 3

DAY 8

DAY 9

DAY 10

DAY 11

DAY 12

DAY 13

DAY 14

YOU WERE PLANNEDFORDh 5 Q{ t [ 9! { ! w9

| was planned for Psalm 149:4 What common task could | start doing as if |
God'’s pleasure. were doing it directly for Jesus?

God smiles when | Psalm 147:11 Since God knows what is best, what areas
trust Him. of my life do | need to trust Him most?

The heart of Romans 6:13 What area of my life am | holding back from
worship is God?

surrender.

God wants to be my  Psalm 25:14 What can | do to remind myself to think
best friend. about God and talk to Him more often

throughout the day?

I’'m as close to God James 4:8 What practical choices will | make today in
as | choose to be. order to grow closer to God?
God wants all of me. Mark 12:30 Which is more pleasing to God right now —

my public worship or my private worship?
What will | do about this?

God is real, no Hebrews 13:5 How can | stay focused on God’s presence,
matter how | feel. especially when He feels distant?

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

7. How is “living your whole life for God’s pleasure” different from the way most people
understand “worship”?
8. How is a friendship with God similar to any other friendship, and how is it different?
9. Share something you learned from a time when God seemed distant.
10. Which is easier for you — public or private worship? In which do you usually feel closer to God?
11. When is it appropriate to express anger to God?
12. What fears surface when you think of surrendering your complete life to Christ?
PASTOR’S TAKEAWAYS

From Day 8: Planned for God’s Pleasure
O Bringing pleasure to God is called “worship”.
AalyeldKAay3a &2dz R2 GKIG oNAy3a LI St &dzNB
AaLF 68 FIAt (G2 s2NBRKALI D2Rz 4S5 +Htglea
2dzNB St @S a o¢

O Worship is far more than music.
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A LT Al A& 2FFSNBR (2 D2R AYTh&LANRG YR ;
implication is if it is not offered in spirit and in truth, though it is offered to God,
it is not worship because He has to take pleasure in it.

O Worship is not for your benefit.
A 4D2RQa KSIENI Aa y20G (G2dOKSR o0& GNIRAGAZR:
O2YYAUYSYuUodE
O Worship is not a part of your life, it is your life.
A a¢KAa Aa GKS aSONBddoiriydveryihtdas ifydutvddea (&8t S 2 F
doing it for WS & dza ® ¢
From Day 9: What Makes God Smile?
0 Love God supremely.
A G¢KAE Aa ¢KIG D2R glyida Y2ad FTNRY @&2dzy |
0 Trust God completely.

A dTrusting God completely means having faith that he knows what is best for
your life® €

0 Obey God wholeheartedly.

A & ou will never understand some commands until you obey them first.
Obedience unlocks understanding® &

A & trtial obedience is disobedience® £
0 Thank God continually.

A &When we give God enjoyment, our own hearts are filled with joy.
0 Use your abilities.

A & 2 dz Rridgglriior feasure to God by hiding your abilities or by trying to
be someone else. You only bring him enjoyment by being you. Anytime you reject
Fye LI NI 2F @2dNBRStEFX &2dz NB NB2SOGAy3
youd €

A &What God looks at is the attitude of your heart® &
From Day 10: The Heart of Worship
0 A¢KSNB IINB GKNBS o0FNNASNB GKIFIG of201 2dzNJ
O2y¥dzaAizyod 28 R2y Qi NBIfAT S K2g YdzOK D2R f
and we misunderstandthS Y SI yAy 3 2F adz2NNBY RSNIpE

2
2

A Trust is the antidote for fear: As long as fear keeps us from surrendering, we will
not surrender until we can trust Him; we cannot trust Him until we know Him
and to know Him is to love Him. As love dispels fear (1 Jn. 4:18), it enables trust
to become the basis for our surrender.

A Accepting our limitations is the antidote forpride: 62 S | NSy Qi D2R | yR
will be. We are humans. It is when we try to be God that we end up most like
{FilyZ 6K2 RSaANBa GKS alyS (KAy3Iodé
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A Obedience is the antidote for confusion: & { dzNNB/RSINBRZ RQa 62 NRZ
Al R2Say Qi Inthet vibdls, idoSdyt & Sueénder, stop trying and
start trusting!
0 G¢CKS Y2ald RAFFAOMzZ G FNBF (G2 &adzNNBYRSNJ F2NJ Y
0 é¢KAA A& +AKOR) 2LNIENICGR2YESYE (KNP dZAK & dZNNBY RS NI {
strengthens you.
0 You are the greatest hindrance to God’s blessing as long as your are focused your own
plans instead of God’s purposes.
o a[ SG YS 41 Ny @&2dzY 2 KSY rreddredlifd GdddediiBnwillge t A @S |
0§SaiSRbE
From Day 11: Becoming Best Friends with God
o aYY2¢6Ay3d YR f20Ay3 D2R A& 2dzNJ INBI G4§Sad LINR
IANBIFGSad L) St adzNB o¢é
0 Becoming Best Friends with God through Constant Conversation.
A a,2dz Attt ySOHSNI INRBg || Of2aS NBflIiA2YyaK,
a week or even having a daily quiet time. Friendship with God is built by sharing
Fff @2dz2NJ t ATS SELISNASYOSa 6A0GK KAYDE
A GEverything you do can be $bending time with GodQlf he is invited to be a part

of it and you stay aware of his presence® €

A dif you are seeking an experience of his presence through all of this, you have
YAa4SR GKS LRAyOG® 2SS R2y QG LINIA&S D2R {:
not a feeling, but a continual awareness of the reality that God is always
present. That is the lifestyle of worship® &

0 Becoming Best Friends with God through Continual Meditation.

A LG Aa AYLRaaroftS G2 06S D2RQ&a FNASYR I LJ
love Godunlessyoul Y26 KAYX FyR @&2dz OFyQil 1y26 KA

2 2 NRDE

A dif you know how to worry, you already know how to meditate! You just need to
switch your attention from your problems to Bible verses. The more you
YSRAGIGS 2y D2RQ& 2 oMbt¥aboutdd f S&da &2dz A

From Day 12: Developing Your Friendship with God

0 Be honest with God.

A G¢KS FTYiAR20Ss 2F O2dz2NBRST Aa (G2 NBFfAT S
SOSY 6KSYy AG A& LI AYyTFdAg FyR &2dz R2y Qi dz
resentmentanR NB @S+t Ay3a @2dzNJ FSStAy3a A& GKS T

0 Obey God in faith.
A 2SS INB FTNASYR&a 6AGK D2RXI o0dzi 6S I NB y2i
0 Value what God values.

0 Desire friendship with God more than anything else.
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A a,2dz YIed KIFI@S 0SSy LI aanAyR&axQpdzd2abzR
desire. That was the problem of the Christians in Ephesus T they had left their
FANBROG t20Sd ¢KSe RAR ff GKS NRAIKG GKAY:
0SSy 3A2Ay3a (GKNRBAzZZAK (GKS Y2{A2ydallowsLIA NR { dzI |
LAY Ay @2dz2NJ f AFSPé

A O S lewissaid WI Ay A& D2RO& N¥3IDRRAFSHI& 2F | N
spiritual lethargy® €
From Day 13: Worship That Pleases God
0 (GThere is a right and wrong way to worship.€
0 God is pleased when our worship is accurate.

A 2SS Olryy2i0( 2dzaid ONBIGS 2dz2NJ 26y O2YF2NIF
FYR 62NEKALI Al ¢KIFIG Aa AR2f 1l (NE ®DE

0 God is pleased when our worship is authentic.

A G¢KSNB Aa y2 WwW2yS aAal S FAGA& IEfQ | LILINRI
thingisOSNI I AyY , 2dz R2y Qi oNARy3 3If2NB (G2 D2
intended you to be. God wants you to be yourself.

0 God is pleased when our worship is thoughtful.
A aD2R Ayairaida GKIFG 2dzNJ 62NEKALI AaSNODAOSaE
theyareprSASY G AY 2dz2NJ ¢2NB KAL) I GKSNAyYy Ia de
0 Godis pleased when our worship is practical.
From Day 14:When God Seems Distant
0 A¢KS aralddzrdAz2ya GKIG @Aff NBGOK @2dzNJ FI A
Ad Yy26KSNB G2 0SS FT2dzyRdé
0 TellGod exactly howyoufee,a D2 R OlFy KIFIyRfS @2dz2NJ R2dzo 4 |y
FYR ljdzSaidAz2yaoé
0 Focus on who God is — His unchanging nature. ¢ + ® wl 8 Y2y R 9RYlYy &l ARZ
0KS RIFN)] 6KFG D2R G2fR @2dz Ay GKS ftAIKIGDPQE
0 Trust God to keep His promises. @ { 2 R 2NPQia0 oSSR o0& (G NR dzof S dé
0 Remember what God has already done for you.
A aLT D2R VSQSNJ RAR I)fél'jKA)/El StasS FT2NJ & 2dz
LIN} A4S F2NJ GKS NXadG 2F @2dz2NJ £t AFS 0SOI dza !

A a1'S RASR &2 rave that @chaiztwbrthyofyéiSontingal thanks
YR LINI A a écb bSOSNI I ALAYy aKz2dzZ R &2dz 62YyYR!
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WEEK 4

DAY 15

DAY 16

DAY 17

DAY 18

DAY 19

DAY 20

DAY 21

YOU WERE FORMED FORD h 5 Q {

| was formed for
God’s family.

Life is all about love.

| am called to
belong, not just
believe.

| need others in my
life.

Community requires
commitment.

Relationships are
always worth
restoring.

It is my
responsibility to
protect the unity of
my church.

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
13. How is “being as we are committed to each other as we are to Jesus Christ” different from the

14.
15.

16.

17.
18.

PASTOR’S TAKEAWAYS

Ephesians 1:5

Galatians 5:14

Romans 12:5

Galatians 6:2

1 John 3:16

Romans 12:18

Romans 14:19

way most people understand “fellowship”?

From Day 15: Formed for God’s Family

O G9PSNE KdzYly oSA
gle G2 3AS4G Ayidz

Williams AME Church Adult Bible Study Class

Clall,

How can | start treating other believers like
members of my own family?

Honestly, are relationships my first priority?

How can | ensure that they are?

Does my level of involvement in my local
church demonstrate that | love and am
committed to God’s family?

What one step can | take today to connect
with another believer in a more genuine,

heart-to-heart level?

How can | help cultivate the characteristics
of real community in my small group and

my church?

Who do | need to restore a broken
relationship with today?

What am | personally doing to protect the

unity in my church family right now?

>*bj)

What could your group do to protect and promote the unity in your church?

What are the barriers that keep us from loving and caring for other believers?

What would make it easier for you to be able to share your needs, hurts, fears, and hopes with
others?

What are the most common excuses people give for not joining a church, and how would you
answer them?

Is there someone you need to restore a relationship with that we could pray for you about?



O Warren lists five benefits from being in God’s family:

O

>\

We'll be with God forever,

>\

We'll be changed to be like Christ,

>\

We’'ll be free from all pain, death, and sorrow,

>\

We’'ll be rewarded and reassigned to new positions of service, and
A We'll share in Christ’s glory.

G. FLIGAAY R2SayQi Y IQfily®dydaithlin CAid6e Gd) 2 T D2 R
FLIiAaY aK26a @2dz FNB | LINI 2F D2RQ& Fl YAt

O . SAy3 AyOftdzRSR Ay D2RQ& TFlYAfte& A& (GKS KAIF

NEOSA @S¢

From Day 16: What Matters Most

(0]

Wesus said our love for each other T not our doctrinal beliefs T is our greatest witness
to the world. He said, Wour strong love for each other will prove to the world that you
are my disciples® Q &

GYou have to be around people T irritating, imperfect, frustrating people. Through
fellowship we learn three important truths® &

A Life without love is really worthless.
A Love will last forever.
A We will be evaluated on our love.

OThe importance of things can be measured by how much time we are willing to invest in

them. The more time you give to something, the more you reveal its importance and

G tdzS G2 @&2dzd LF &2dz gyl G2 1y26 | LISNRE2YC
time® €

OYou can give without loving, but you cannot love without giving® €

OThe best use of life is love. The best expression of love is time. The best time to love is
now® ¢

From Day 17: A Place to Belong

(0]

Oin churches, membership is often reduced to simply adding your name to a roll, with no
requirements or expectations® &

ODisconnected and cut off from the lifeblood of a local body, your spiritual life will wither

and eventually cease to exist. This is why the first symptom of spiritual decline is usually

inconsistent attendance at worship services and other gatherings of believers. Whenever

we become careless about fellowship, everything else begins to slide, too® &

KS LISNA2Y ¢K2 aleax aL R2yQi ySSR GKS OKdz
church is so significant that Jesus died on the cross for it® €

I Rfex YlIye [/ KNRAGAlI yaodzaS (GKS OKdIzZNOK 06 dzi
GMany believeoneOl'y 6S | a322R [/ KNRAGAlFIYE gAGK2dzi 2
church, but God would strongly disagree. The Bible offers many compelling reasons for
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being committed and active in a local fellowship® €

A
A
A

A church family identifies you as a genuine believer.

A church family moves you out of self-centered isolation.

A church family helps you develop spiritual muscle.
ahyfteé LINILGAOALIGAZY Ay (GKS Fdzft tAFS
Ydza Of So¢
Gisolation breeds deceitfulness; it is easy to fool ourselves into thinking

we are mature if there is no one to challenge us. Real maturity shows up
in relationships® €

The Body of Christ needs you.

0God has a unique role for you to play in his family. This is called your
Yhinistry,Cand God has gifted you for this assignment® €

You will share in Christ’s mission in the world.
& YSYOSNE 2F / KNRAGQE o602ReéX 6S I NB
his heart. He works through us in the world. We each have a
contribution to make® €

A church family will help keep you from backsliding.
GWaAyR @& 2 dzN rdtw Yhristiotizéhiasg. 8/& dke@alled and
O2YYFIYRSR (2 06S Ay@2ft SR Ay SI OK 20K
who is wavering spiritually right now, it is your responsibility to go after
them and bring them back into the fellowship® €
a{radry t20Sa RS{OFOKSR 0StASOSNEX dzy L.
Adaz2ftFGSR FTNRY D2RQa FlIYAftex FyR dzyl O
because he knows they are defenseless and powerless against his
GF QlOAOa de

0 The church was created to meet your five deepest needs:

1.
2.
3.

4.
5.

A purpose to live for,
People to live with,
Principles to live by,

A profession to live out, and

Power to live on.

0 GD2RQ& LJzN1}R2 aS&a TFT2NJ KAa OKdzZNOK NB ARSYydAOl

1.
2
3.
4
5

Worship helps you focus on God;

FStt26aKAL) KSt LA &2dz TIOS tAFSQa LINROESY
Discipleship helps fortify your faith;

Ministry helps find your talents;

Evangelism helps fulfill your mission.€
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0 dThe difference between being a church attender and a church member is commitment.
Attenders are spectators from the sidelines; members get involved in the ministry.
Attenders are consumers; members are contributors. Attenders want the benefits of a
church without sharing the responsibility. They are like couples who want to live
together without committing to a marriage® €

From Day 18: Experiencing Life Together
0 OWhen it comes to fellowship, size matters: Smaller is better® €
0 Real fellowship offers authenticity.

A AWe only grow by taking risks, and the most difficult risk of all is to be honest
with ourselves and with others® &

0 Real fellowship offers mutuality.
0 Real fellowship offers sympathy.
0 Real fellowship offers mercy.

>\

OFellowship happens when mercy wins over justice® €

A QWill I use my energy and emotions for retaliation or for resolution? Youcay Qi R 2
both.€

A @mlye LIS2LXS INE NBtdOillFyld G2 aKz2¢g YSNDe
difference between trust and forgiveness. Forgiveness is letting go of the past.
Trust has to do with future behavior® €

From Day 19: Cultivating Community
0 Cultivating community takes honesty.

A Quntil you care enough to confront and resolve the underlying barriers, you will
never grow close to each other. When conflict is handled correctly, we grow
closer to each other by facing and resolving our differences® &

0 Cultivating community takes humility.

A 8Humility is not thinking less of yourself; it is thinking of yourself less. Humility is
thinking more of others. Humble people are so focused on serving others, they
R2y Qi GKAy®Weé2F (GKSYasSt gSa
0 Cultivating community takes courtesy.
A din every church and in every small group, there is always at leastone WRA FF A Odzf (1 Q
person, usually more than one. These people may have special emotional needs,

deep insecurities, irritating mannerisms, or poor social skills. You might call them
EGR people T Pxtra Grace RequiredQ ® €

A &Real community happens when people know it is safe enough to share their
doubts and fears without being judged® &

0 Cultivating community takes confidentiality.

A 0God hates gossip, especially when it is thinly disquised as a \Brayer requestCfor
someone else.€

Williams AME Church Adult Bible Study Class Page 11



A &God is very clear that we are to confront those who cause division among
Christians. They may get mad and leave your group or church if you confront
them about their divisive actions, but the fellowship of the church is more
important than any individual® €

0 Cultivating community takes frequency.
A & 2YYdzyAile A& o0dzAftld y20 2y O2y@SyASyO0S 6
but on the conviction that | need it for spiritual health. If you want to cultivate

realfellowsK A LI A0 @6Aff YSIy YSSGAy3da (23SGHKSNJ
because you believe it is important® €

From Day 20: Restoring Broken Fellowship
0 Warren gives seven steps on how to restore a relationship.
1. Talk to God before talking to the person.
2. Always take the initiative.
2R SELISOGE e2dz (G2 YI1S GKS FANRG Y2
Go to them first® €

ODelay only deepens resentment and makes matters worse. In conflict,
time heals nothing; it causes hurts to fester® €

3. Sympathize with their feelings.

OPatience comes from wisdom, and wisdom comes from hearing the
LISNELISOUGADS 2F 20KSNBR® [AaGSyAy3a al @
2dzNJ NBf I GA2YAKALIE FyR @&2dz YIFIGGSNI G2
care what we know until they know we care® €

4. Confess your part of the conflict.
62y Qi YI1S SEOdzaS& 2NJ &K Adfatly pditK S 6 € |
you have played in the conflict. Accept responsibility for your mistakes
and ask for forgiveness® €

5. Attack the problem, not the person.
6. Cooperate as much as possible.
7. Emphasize reconciliation, not resolution.
From Day 21: Protecting Your Church
0 Focus on what we have in common, not our differences.

A 8As believers we share one Lord, one body, one purpose, one Father, one Spirit,
one hope, one faith, one baptism, and one love. We share the same salvation,
the same life, and the same future T factors far more important than any
differences we could enumerate® €

0 Be realistic in your expectations.

A Qonging for the ideal while criticizing the real is evidence of immaturity. On the
other hand, settling for the real without striving for the ideal is complacency.
Maturity is living with the tension® €
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A ORather than being shocked and surprised, we must remember that the church is
made up of real sinners, including ourselves® &

A OReconciliation, not running away, is the road to stronger character and deeper
fellowship® €

A dfachurch must be peArfect to satisfy you, thgt same perfgction will excludg you A
FNRPY YSYOSNBKALI o033 dzaS @2dzOQNB y20 LISNJ

0 Choose to encourage rather than criticize.
A OWhenever | judge another believer, four things instantly happen:
1. Ilose fellowship with God,
2. | expose my own pride and insecurity,
3. |set myself up to be judged by God, and
4. | harm the fellowship of the church® €

A GAny time we spend comparing or criticizing other believers is time that should
have been spent building the unity of our fellowship® €

0 Refuse to listen to gossip.

A OGossip is passing on information when you are neither part of the problem nor
part of the solution. You know spreading gossip is wrong, but you should not
listen to it, either, if you want to protect your church. Listening to gossip is like
accepting stolen property, and it makes you just as guilty of the crime® &

A GPeople who gossip to you will also gossip about you. They cannot be trusted. If
you listen to gossip, God says you are a troublemaker® €

A i Aa arR GKIFIG Ay D2RQa Ft2013x GKS 3ANEBI
sheep, not wolves® €

A dThe fastest way to end a church or small group conflict is to lovingly confront
those who are gossiping and insist they stop it® €

0 Practice God’s method of conflict resolution.

A GpPrivate confrontation is always the first step, and you should take it as soon as
LI2aadAofSo LT 22dz2QNB dzyl 6t S lhensx@ N] (GKAY:
step is to take one or two witnesses to help confirm the problem and reconcile
the relationship. What should you do if the person is still stuck in stubbornness?

Jesus says to take it to the church. If the person still refuses to listen after that,
you should treat that person like an unbeliever® €

0 Support your pastor and leaders.

A GPastors will one day stand before God and give an account of how well they
watched over you.€

A & gu are accountable, too. You will give an account to God of how well you
followed your leaders® €

0 OWhen God has a bunch of baby believers He wants to deliver, He looks for the warmest
incubator church He can find® €
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WEEK 5

YOU WERE CREATED TO BECOME LIKE CHRIST

DAY 22 | was created to 2 Corinthians 3:18 In what area of my life do | need to ask
become like Christ. for the Spirit’s power to be like Christ

today?

DAY 23 It is never too late to Romans 12:2 What is one area where | need to stop
start growing. thinking my way and start thinking God'’s

way?

DAY 24 The truth transforms John 8:31-32 What has God already told me in his
me. Word that | haven’t started doing yet?

DAY 25 There is a purpose Romans 8:28 What problem in my life has caused the
behind every problem. greatest growth in me?

DAY 26 Every temptationisan James 1:12 What Christlike character quality can |
opportunity to do develop by defeating the most common
good. temptation | face?

DAY 27 There is always away 1 Corinthians 10:13 Who could | ask to be a spiritual partner
out. to help me defeat a persistent temptation

by praying for me?

DAY 28 There are no shortcuts Philippians 1:6 In what area of my spiritual growth do |
to maturity. need to be more patient and persistent?

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
19. How is “becoming like Jesus Christ” different from the way most people understand
“discipleship”?

20. What are some of the changes you have seen in your life since you became a believer? What
have others noticed?

21. A year from now, how would you like to be more Christlike? What can you do to move toward
that goal?

22. Where in your spiritual growth are you having to be patient because there seems to be little
progress?

23. How has God used pain or trouble to help you grow?

24. When are you most vulnerable to temptation? Which of the steps to defeating temptation could
help you most?

PASTOR’S TAKEAWAYS

From Day 22: Created to Become Like Christ

o W2RQa dzf GAYFGS 321Kt FT2NJ @2dz2NJ f AFS 2y
wants you to grow up spiritually and become like Christ® &

Williams AME Church Adult Bible Study Class Page 14
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GNever forget that life is not about youH | 2 dz S E 2N D2®R&E A
S OK224aS (2 R2 (KS NA3

L2 6SNE f20S> FIAGKET IYyR ¢gAaR2Y (2 R2
are always available for the asking® £

hoSRASYOS dzyte®Hla D2RQA LR ESN
OPaul explains in Ephesians 4:22 ¢ 24 our three responsibilities in becoming like Christ.
A First, we must choose to let go of old ways of acting.
A Second, we must change the way we think.
A ¢ KANRZ ¢S QnedaardcterWfiCitrit by @eveloping new, godly habits® &

OHe usually prefers to work through people rather than perform miracles, so that we will
depend on each other for fellowship. He wants us to grow together® &

GYou cannot grow to Christlikeness in isolation® &

0God is far more interested in what you are than in what you do. We are human beings,
not human doings® &

Wesus did not die on the cross just so we could live comfortable, well-adjusted lives® €

From Day 23: How We Grow

O

O

O

6Sadly, millions of Christians grow older but never grow up. They are stuck in perpetual
spiritual infancy, remaining in diapers and booties. The reason is that they never
intended to grow® €

OYour commitments can develop you or they can destroy you, but either way, they will
define you® ¢

LJdzNIJ2

Ay3 Ay ariddz Ga

AGo { A

@ KSy LIS2LX S INB Ol adz- £ | 62dzi GKSANI &LIANR I dz

the eternal implications® &

OYes, willpower can produce short-term change, but it creates constant internal stress

0SSOI dzaS &2dz KI gSYQi®éRSIHE U gAGK GKS NB2G OF o

OTo be like Christ you must develop the mind of Christ® &

From Day 24: Transformed by Truth
M2RQ& 22NR 3ISYySNIiGSa tAFSE ONBFrGSa FrAGKEZ

O

O

miracles, heals hurts, builds character, transforms circumstances, imparts joy,
overcomes adversity, defeats temptation, infuses hope, releases power, cleanses our
minds, brings things into being, and guarantees our future forever® &

Abiding in God’s Word includes three activities:
A Accepting its authority

OMany of our troubles occur because we base our choices on unreliable
authorities:

0 Odzt GdzNE 6aSOSNE2YS A& R2AY3

Aleox

o GNIRAGAZY 0G68Q0S ttghea R2yS Al
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o NBl a2y o0aAld aSSYSR f23A0If£0x 2NJ
o SY20A2y o6aAil 2daAadG FStd NAIKGEOD !
Falld ¢

A Assimilating (taking in) its truth

There are five ways to do this:
0 Youcanreceive it.

A OAnytime you feel you are not learning anything from a
sermon or a Bible teacher, you should check your
attitude, especially for pride, because God can speak
through even the most boring teacher when you are
humble and receptive® €

0 Youcanreadit.
A ®S OlFlyQld ¢l GOK (StS@rarzy ¥F2N
the Bible for three minutes and expect to grow® €

0 You can research it.

A (The difference between reading and studying the Bible
involves two additional activities: asking questions of
the text and writing down your insights® &

0 You can remember it.
A § 2dz NBYSYOSNI gKIFdG Aad AYLRNILY
is important, you will take the time to remember it® €
A a,2dzNJ YSY2NE A& f Auussitthe Ydza Of S
stronger it will become, and memorizing Scripture will
0502YS SI &ASNWe
0 You canreflect on it.
A &Worry is focused thinking on something negative.

Meditation is doing the same thing, only focusing on
D2RQa 22NR AYyaid®dd R 2F &2 dzNJ LINE

A Applying its principles

CSatanfights0 | LILJ @Ay 3 AaR2RGASYRNIIE® | S R2S3a)
32Ay3 G2 . Ao06fS alddzRASa a t2y3 | a &2
learn® €

@KS 0Said gre (2 0S02YS I GR2SNJ 2F (K
actionstepasaresdzf G 2 F & 2dzNJ NBIF RAy3 2N addzRe.
Word. Develop the habit of writing down exactly what you intend to do.

This action step should be personal (involving you), practical (something

you can do), and provable (with a deadline to do it0 @ €

From Day 25: Transformed by Trouble

O Wt is during suffering that we learn to pray our most authentic, heartfelt, honest-to-God
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LIN @SNB® 2KSYy 6SQNB Ay LI AYyI 6SOR2Yy QO KI @S
O g 2dzQf f ySOSNI 1y2¢6 (PRR RARI & RR2U2Q®S5dzaAF8SR
O Warren’s phrase-by-phrase explanation of Romans 8:28-29

A a2 8§ 1 ¥/certaidty based on the truths that God is in complete control of our

universe and that he loves us.

GUKFG D2R OFdzaSaé I GKSNB Aa | Yl adSN L

4 S @S NE DR Ro@fér yolrr life involves all that happens to you.

a2 62N Ifya BiBgivkGBdNE your distasteful, unpleasant

experiences, he will blend them together for good.

a F 2 NI (0 KiBuchdawvBaRhéippens in our world is evil and bad, but God

specializes in bringing good out of it.

A ®F (K2asS oK2 233 KRAR LINPR AIANS AGI 2fy$ RE F 2
It is not for everyone. All things work for bad for those living in opposition to God
and insist on having their own way.

> > >

>\

A Gaccording to his purposeé LTL A& GKIG 6S a0802YS tA1S K
allows to happen in your life is permitted for that purpose.

0 COEvery problem is a character-building opportunity, and the more difficult it is, the
greater the potential for building spiritual muscle and moral fiber® €

0 A silversmith was asked, How do you know when the silver is pure?CHe replied, When |
see my reflectioninit® KSy @2dzQ@3S 6SSy NBFTAYSR o0& GNRIF .
reflection in you® €
0 Remember that God’s plan is good.
A dd Aada GAGHE GKIFIG @2dz adle F20dzaSR 2y D2
how Jesus endured the pain of the cross, and we are urged to follow his
example® ¢

A &our focus will determine your feelings® &

A dThe secret of endurance is to remember that your pain is temporary but your
reward will be eternal® €

0 Rejoice and give thanks.
A aPR R2SayQil SELSOG e2dz G2 68 (KIyl Fdf T
painful consequences in the world. Instead, God wants you to thank him that he
will use your problems to fulfill his purposes® €

0 Refuse to give up.

A &When you grasp the eternal consequences of your character development,
@ 2dz@fef FIOMUSNI W/ 2 Y HeMBES SEQI2RROSENEY BRWYY 2 NB
Y Sayers (Wse this to make me more like youQ 0 ® €

From Day 26: Growing through Temptation
O aD2R RS@Sf21LJa (GKS FTNIZAG 2F GKS ALANRG Ay @72
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OANDdzya il yOS&a Ay 6KAOK &2dzONB (SYLIWISR G2 SE

development always involves a choice,and G SY LJG F G A2y LINRPGARS& GKI
G9OBSNE GAYS @2dz RSFSFG | GSYLIWiFGA2y> @2dz o8
Warren’s explanation of how temptation works in a 4-step process:
1. DESIRECG{ Gy ARSYGATFTASE | RSAANB Ay @&2dzpé
mindy2iG Ay @2dz2NJ OANDdzyaidl yoOSadé
2. pouBTca{ Gty GNARSa G2 3ISG e2dz (12 R2dz G 6KI
3. DECEPTIONGG! Y@ GKAY I KS (St fushhalft@edSaténbffes 0 S dzy
KAa tAS (G2 NBLIIFOS 46KIG D2R KFa | f NBIR®
4. DISOBEDIENCECG , 2dz FAYLFfte OG0 2y (KS (GK2dzaAKG ¢
YAYR®E
Refuse to be intimidated.

GSatan does not have to tempt those who are already doing his evil will; they are
already his® €

it is not a sin to be tempted. Jesus was tempted, yet he never sinned.
Temptation only becomes a sin when you give in to it.€

G 2dz OFyQid 1SSL) KS 5S@Af FTNRY &adzZaasSadary
dwell or act on them® €

qdzaid Aa I OK2AO0S G2 O2YYAQG Ay @&®&dzNJ YAYR
GSometimes while you are praying, Satan will suggest a bizarre or evil thought

2dzald G2 RAAGNYI OO0 e2dz FyR akKlFYS @&2dzd 52y
realize that Satan fears your prayers and will try anything to stop them. Instead

of condemning yourselfwil K a1 2 02dzZ R L (G(KAyYy] &dzOK |
distraction from Satan and immediately refocus on God® €

0 Recognize your pattern of temptation and be prepared for it.

GYou should identify your typical pattern of temptation and then prepare to
avoid those situations as much as possible® €

0 Request God’s help.

d 0 20KSNJ GAYSa 6SQNB SYoF NNy &aasSR G2 I
in to the same temptation over and over. But God never gets irritated, bored, or
impatient when we keep coming back to him® €

QX
—

From Day 27:Defeating Temptation

O Refocus your attention on something else.

A CGEvery time you try to block a thought out of your mind, you drive it deeper into
your memory. By resisting it, you actually reinforce it® €

A dThe battle for sin is won or lost in your mind. Whatever gets your attention will
get you®d €

A dignoring a temptation is far more effective than fighting it. Once your mind is
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on something else, the temptation loses its power. So when temptation calls you
2y GKS LK2yS: R2ynQuipdd NHdzS gAGK AGZ 2dzd

A LT @2@2dzQNBE aSNR2dza [ 62dzi RST¥SIFGAy3

monitor your media intake® &

O Reveal your struggle to a godly friend or support group.

A §SG YS 068 Of SENY LT &2dzQNB fz2aiy3

addictA 2 yS 2NJ I GSYLXWilIGA2yZ |yR

G S YL
GKS o
@ 2dzQNB & i dzC

intention-failure-guilt, you will not get better on your own! You need the help of
other people. Some temptations are only overcome with the help of a partner

who prays for you, encourages you, and holds you accountable® €

A dThe reason we hide our faults is pride. We want others to think we have

everything under control® €

A OVYes, it is humbling to admit our weaknesses to others, but lack of humility is the

very thing that is keeping you from getting better® &
O Resist the Devil.
A @KS FANBRG aGSLI A& G2 FOOSLI
5SPAt dzyt Saa e2@Q@S al AR @&Sa

K2¢ YdzOK AGNBEYISNI e2dzQft 068

O Realize your vulnerability.

D2RQa al f gl

G2 / KNR&dG
A ¢second, you must use the Word of God as your weapon against Satan® €
A WdLT &2dz R2y Qi aRAGTSIVZAR] BRES e@8AWPS I20
I challenge you to memorize one verse a week for the rest of your life. Imagine

A ORemember that it is easier to stay out of temptation than to get out of it® €

From Day 28: It Takes Time

0 OWhile we worry about how fast we grow, God is concerned about how strong we

grow® €

0 QDiscipleship is the process of conforming to Christ® €

0 We are slow learners: QThe history of Israel illustrates how quickly we forget the lessons

God teaches us and how soon we revert to our old patterns of behavior® €

0 We have a lot to unlearn: 8While you were given a brand new nature at the moment of
conversion, you still have old habits, patterns, and practices that need to be removed

and replaced® €

0 We are afraid to humbly face the truth about ourselves: & , 2dz OF yy 2 (i 3INR S

Kdzyot ST GSFHOKFotS Fd0AGdzRS ¢

0 Growth is often painful and scary: GThere is no growth without change; there is no

change without fear or loss; and there is no loss without pain® &

0 Habits take time to develop: GThere is only one way to develop the habits of Christlike

character: You must practice them T and that takes time® €

0 Believe God is working in your life even when you don’t feel it: GWhat about those
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problems, K 6 AGAX IyR KdzNIia €2dz g62ddZ R tA1S YANI O
YANI Of S o0dzi R2y QG 0S RAAIFILIRAYIGSREAT (GKS |

0 Keep a notebook or journal of lessons learned: 0Reviewing your spiritual journal
regularly can spare you a lot of unnecessary pain and heartache® €

0 Be patient with God and with yourself: dGreat souls are grown through struggles and
storms and seasons of suffering. Be patient with the process® €

0 Don’t get discouraged: &Years ago people wore a popular button with the letters
t.tDLbC2a,® LG aid22R FT2NJ atfSras .S
AayQl FAYAAKSR 6AGK @2dzZ SAGKSNE &z
by persevering® €

U S
- >
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WEEK 6

YOU WERE SHAPED FOR SERVING GOD

DAY 29 Service is not optional. Ephesians 2:10 What is holding me back from accepting
God’s call to serve?
DAY 30 | was shaped for 1 Corinthians 12:6 In what way can | see myself passionately
serving God. serving others and loving it?
DAY 31 Nobody else can be 1 Peter 4:10 What God-given ability or personal
me. experience can | offer to my church?
DAY 32 God deserves my best. 2 Timothy 2:15 How can | make the best use of what God
has given me?
DAY 33 | serve God by serving  Matthew 10:42 Which of the six characteristics of real
others. servants offer the greatest challenge to
me?
DAY 34 To be a servant | must  Philippians 2:5 Am | usually more concerned about being
think like a servant. served or finding ways to serve others?
DAY 35 God works best when 2 Corinthians 12:9 Am | limiting God’s power in my life by
| admit my weakness. trying to hide my weakness? What do |
need to be honest about in order to help
others?

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
25. How is “using your shape to serve others” different from the way most people understand
“ministry”?

26. What do you love to do that you could use to serve others in the family of God?

27. Think of a painful experience you have gone through that God could use to help others who are
going through the same kind of situation?

28. How does comparing ourselves with others keep us from fully developing our unique shape?
29. How have you seen God’s power demonstrated through you when you felt weak?

30. How can we help every member of our small group or class find a place of ministry? What can
our group do to serve our church family?

PASTOR’S TAKEAWAYS
From Day 29: Accepting Your Assignment
O g 2dz 6SNBYy Qi ONXBI (i SRt 2odzh, breathe? andidke/up spareS NB a 2 dzN.
God designed you to make a difference with your life® €
O drhisiswhai 6 SQNB (2 R2® 2SS | NB KSFHf{SR (G2 KStL 2

We are saved to serve, not to sit around and wait for heaven® €
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0God has a ministry for you in his church and a mission for you in the world® €

O JdToday thousands of local churches are dying because of Christians who are unwilling to
serve. They sit on the sidelines as spectators, and the Body suffers® €

O d&One day God will compare how much time and energy we spent on ourselves compared
with what we invested in serving others® €

O GfyouaNBYy Qli aSNWBAYy3A: &2dzQNB 2dzad SEAalGAy3ar 068
you to learn to love and serve others unselfishly® &

O d&Abraham was old, Jacob was insecure, Leah was unattractive, Joseph was abused,
Moses stuttered, Gideon was poor, Samson was codependent, Rahab was immoral,
David had an affair and all kinds of family problems, Elijah was suicidal, Jeremiah was
depressed, Jonah was reluctant, Naomi was a widow, John the Baptist was eccentric to
say the least, Peter was impulsive and hot-tempered, Martha worried a lot, the
Samaritan woman had several failed marriages, Zacchaeus was unpopular, Thomas had
doubts, Paul had poor health, and Timothy was timid. That is quite a variety of misfits,
but God used each of them in his service. He will use you, too, if you stop making
excuses® €

From Day 30: Shaped for Serving God
O d&ou are the way you are because you were made for a specific ministry® &

O A&Whenever God gives us an assignment, he always equips us with what we need to
accomplish it. This custom combination of capabilities is called your SHAPE® €

>

Spiritual gifts

>\

Heart

Abilities

> >

Personality
A Experience
O & bsingle gift is given to everyone. Also, no individual receives all the gifts. If you had
GKSY Ittt @2d2QR KI @S y2 NSBRFEFG I FEEYyST SHDAR
purposes T to teach us to love and depend on each other® €
O g2 02YY2Yy LINESYIZREA YN SSTNKME Yy ® £

1. ¢KS FANRG 200dzNE 6KSy ¢S O2YLI NB 2dzNJ FA°
what God gave us, and become resentful or jealous of how God uses others.

2. The second problem happens when we expect everyone else to have our gifts, do
what we are called to do, and feel as passionate about it as we do® €

O &Your heart reveals the real you T what you truly are® €

o

OListening for inner promptings can point to the ministry God intends for you to have® €

O A&When you are doing what you love to do, no one has to motivate you or challenge you
2NJ OKSO|l dzLJ 2y @2dzd ,2dz R2 Al F2NJ GKS &aAKSSN
applause or payment, because you love serving in this way. &

O @ KSy @&2dz R2y Qi KIF@S I KSIENI TFT2N @Kl (i &2 dzQN.
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O GPassion drives perfection.€

O & Ke highest achievers in any field are those who do it because of passion, not duty or
profit® €

O &ou can have a lot to live on and still have nothing to live for® &

From Day 31: Understanding Your Shape

O & INI 2F (KS OKdzZNOKQ&a NBalLRyaroAtAade Aa G2
God® €

O &God has a place in his church where your specialties can shine and you can make a
RAFFSNEYyOSd LGQa dA) (12 &2dz G2 FAYR GKFG LI

0God gives some people the ability to make a lot of money® £

O LT &2dz KI¥S GKA& o0dzaAySaa FokftAdes &2dz aKz2

@)

A CFirst, realize your ability came from God and give him the credit.€

A Second, use your business to serve a need of others and to share your faith with
unbelievers.€

A dThird, return at least a tithe (10 percent) of the profit to God as an act of
g2NRKALIDE

A Finally, make your goal to be a Kingdom Builder rather than just a Wealth
Builder® ¢

O d&vour abilities were not given just to make a living; God gave them to you for your
ministry® €

O &God made you to be you! You can learn from the examples of others, but you must filter
what you learn through your own shape® €

O A&When you minister in a manner consistent with the personality God gave you, you
experience fulfillment, satisfaction, and fruitfulness® &

@)

OYour greatest ministry will most likely come out of your greatest hurt® €

@)

Oif you really desire to be used by God, you must understand a powerful truth: The very

experiences that you have resented or regretted most inlifet G KS 2y Sa @2 dzQ@dS 6
to hide and forget T are the experiences God wants to use to help others. They are your

ministry® €

O &Aldous Huxley said, Bxperience is not what happens to you. It is what you do with what
happens to youd Q &

From Day 32: Using What God Gave You
O & yiArt @2dzQNB | OldzZ tté& Ay@g2ft SR Ay a@NWAy3IA:

O dThere are two reasons why you should never compare your shape, ministry, or the
results of your ministry with anyone else.

1. First, you will always be able to find someone who seems to be doing a better
job than you and you will become discouraged.

2. You will always be able to find someonewhoR2 Say Qi a4SSY a STFFSO
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and you will get full of pride. Either attitude will take you out of service and rob
you of your joy.

O d&vou will find that people who do not understand your shape for ministry will criticize
you and try to get you to conform to what they think you should be doing. Ignore them® &

O 4!a W2Ky .Ldeye&ey faAIFTASRAAY FNHAGE Saasx Ad
fAFS A& FNHAGTFAdA = AGPR2Say QG YIFGGISNI ¢

O AT &2dz R2y Qi dzl At AT dSgivnkds, you wilkidseitherid&a |+ y R

R2S4y.
K2 ONMX
1A

Q)¢

o 4! 48 GKS loAtAde 82d0@S F20G YR D2R GALE Ay

From Day 33: How Real Servants Act

O 6, 2dNJ LINRYINE YAyAadNE &aK2df R 0S8 A

y
GKSNBOSNI 82dzQNB ySSRSR i GKS Y2YSy i oé

O itha LlaaAroftsS G2 aASNWS Ay OKdIzZNOK F2NJ |

@)

Real servants make themselves available to serve.

A GLT e2dz 2yfée asSNBS 6KSYy AlGQa 02yééy7\éyﬂ

ASNDIyia R2 6KIiQa ySYREI EISY 6KSY Al

O Real servants pay attention to needs.

A &ohn Wesley was an incredible servant of God. His motto was Bo all the good
you can, by all the means you can, in all the ways you can, in all the places you
can, at all the times you can, to all the peopleyodz Ol yX & € 2y 13
That is greatness® €

O Real servants do their best with what they have.

Fa €é2

A saddleback’s principle: & L R2SayQi KI @S (2 06S LISNFSOI

O Real servants do every task with equal dedication.

A Sometimes you serve upward to those in authority, and sometimes you serve
R2gy gl NR (2 (GK2aS Ay ySSR® 9A0GKSNJ

gl ez

82dzQNB gAffAyd & R2 FyeikKiy3d ySSRSR

O Real servants are faithful to their ministry.

A OEvery week, churches and other organizations must improvise because
G2tdy (i SSNE RARYQO LINBLI NBZ RARY Qi
coming® €

A 0God is testing your faithfulness® €
O Real servants maintain a low profile.

A disten: God put you where you are for a purpose! He has every hair on your
head numbered, and he knows your address. You had better stay put until he
chooses to move you. He will let you know if he wants you somewhere else® €

A dThe most significant service is often the service that is unseen® &

From Day 34: Thinking Like a Servant
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0 Servants think more about others than about themselves.

A dUnfortunately, a lot of our service is often self-serving. We serve to get others
to like us, to be admired, or to achieve our own goals. That is manipulation, not
ministry® €

A RealsSNBI yia R2y Qi GNEB G2 dzaS D2R FT2NJ GKS]
his purposes® &

0 Servants think like stewards, not owners.

A dTo become a real servant you are going to have to settle the issue of money in
your life® €

A OWhen Jesus is your Master, money serves you, but if money is your master, you
0S502YS AGa afl @So 2SIFftGK A& OSNIFAyfe y:
is® €
0 Servants think about their work, not what others are doing.
A wStft aAaSNBIyda R2y Qi O2 Vitydkdt NI A 3&dy FRARY
resent those not serving. They just trust God and keep serving® €
A df you serve like Jesus, you can expect to be criticized® &
A &Your service for Christ is never wasted regardless of what others say® ¢
0 Servants base their Identity in Christ.

A &The more insecure you are, the more you will want people to serve you, and the
more you will need their approval® €

A dThe closer you get to Jesus, the less you need to promote yourself® €
0 Servants think of ministry as an opportunity, not an obligation.
From Day 35: God’s Power in Your Weakness

0 QUsually we deny our weaknesses, defend them, excuse them, hide them, and resent
them. This prevents God from using them the way he desires® €

0 Admit your weaknesses.
A dif you want God to use you, you must know who God is and know who you are® &
0 Be content with your weaknesses.
A Our weaknesses serve several purposes for us:
They cause us to depend on God,
They prevent arrogance and keep us humble,
They encourage fellowship between believers, and
They increase our capacity for sympathy and ministry.

A @Your greatest life messages and your most effective ministry will come out of
@2dzNJ RSSLISad KdzaNIiad® ¢KS GKAy3a @&2dzQNB Y
of, and most reluctant to share are the very tools God can use most powerfully
to heal others® €
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0 Honestly share your weaknesses.

A Q&Our strengths create competition, but our weaknesses create community® €

A @You must decide whether you want to impress people or influence people. You
can impress people from a distance, but you must get close to influence them,
YR 6KSYy @&2dz R2 (KIGix GKS& gAftt oS lofsS
essential quality for leadership is not perfection, but credibility. People must be
FofS (2 GNUZAG e2dMé 2N GKSe 62y Qi FT2ftf 24

0 Glory in your weaknesses.

A OSometimes, however, God turns a strength into a weakness in order to use us
even more® &
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WEEK 7

YOU WERE MADE FOR A MISSION

DAY 36 | was made for a Matthew 28:19-20 What fears have kept me from fulfilling
mission. the mission God made me to accomplish?
What keeps me from telling others the
Good News?

DAY 37 God wants to say 1 Peter 3:15-16 As | reflect on my personal story, who
something to the does God want me to share it with?
world through me.

DAY 38 The Great Commission Psalm 67:2 What steps can | take to prepare to go on
is my commission. a short term missions experience in the
next year?
DAY 39 Blessed are the Ephesians 5:15 Which of the four activities will | begin in
balanced. order to stay on track and balance God's

five purposes for my life?

DAY 40 Living with purpose is  Acts 13:36 When will | take the time to write down
the only way to really my answers to life’s five questions? When
live. will | put my purpose on paper?

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
31. What are some typical fears and stereotypes that people have when they hear the word
“evangelism”? What keeps you from sharing the good news with others?

32. What do you feel might be a part of the Life Message that God has given you to share with the
world?

33. Share the name of a unbelieving friend that everyone in your group can begin praying for.
34. What can our group do together to help fulfill the Great Commission?

35. How has reading through this book together refocused or redirected your life purpose? What
have been some of the most helpful insights to you?

36. Who does God bring to mind that you could share the life-changing message of this book with?
PASTOR’S TAKEAWAYS

From Day 36: Made for a Mission

O &vour life mission is both shared and specific. One part of it is a responsibility you share
with every other Christian, and the other part is an assignment that is unique to you® &
O Warren gives 5 reasons why your mission is so important:

A Your mission is a continuation of Jesus’ mission on earth.

GThis commission was given to every follower of Jesus, not to pastors
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and missionaries alone. This is your commission from Jesus, and it is not
optional® ¢

A Your mission is a wonderful privilege.

OYour mission involves two great privileges: working with God and
representing him® &

A Telling others how they can have eternal life is the greatest thing you can do for
them.

OWe must remember that no matter how contented or successful people
appear to be, without Christ they are hopelessly lost and headed for
eternal separation from God® €

A Your mission has eternal significance.

ONothing else you do will ever matter as much as helping people
establish an eternal relationship with God® £

A Your mission gives your life meaning.

Aif you fail to fulfill your God-given mission on earth, you will have
wasted the life God gave you® &

CGFNIL f221Ay3 FNRdzyR |4 @2dzNJ LISNE2Y |
have you put in my life for me to tell about WS & dz& @ ¢

A God'’s timetable for history’s conclusion is connected to the completion of our
commission.

OHe (Jesus) said in essence, WPhe details of my return are none of your
odzaAySaad 2KFEG A& @2dzNJ odzaiySaa Aa 0
that® Q ¢

OHe (Satan)g At € SO @2dz R2 ff ({AYyRa 27F 32
take anyone to heaven with you. But the moment you become serious

about your mission, expect the Devil to throw all kinds of diversions at

youd €

0 df you want to be used by God, you must care about what God cares about; what he
cares about most is the redemption of the people he made. He wants his lost children
found! Nothing matters more to GodH €

From Day 37: Sharing Your Life Message
0 Your Life Message includes your testimony.
Ay | O02dzZNINR2YZ | gAGySaa AayQi
press for a verdict; that is the job of attorneys. Witnesses simply report what
happened to them or what they saw® €

(p))
m
—
(@
()
O
c

(s}

A GActually, your personal testimony is more effective than a sermon, because
dzy 0 St ASOSNE &SS LI ad2NRBR a LINRPFSaaAz2yl
OdzaG2YSNE¢ a2z (GKSe 3IAPS @2dz Y2NBE ONBRAO

<,

A According to Warren (and myself as well), the four main parts of a testimony are
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as follows:
1. What your life was like before you met Christ,
2. How you came to realize you needed Christ,
3. How you committed your life to Christ, and
4. The difference Christ has made in your life.
0 Your Life Message includes your life lessons.

A (These are lessons and insights you have learned about God, relationships,
problems, temptations, and other aspects of lifed €

0 Your Life Message includes sharing your godly passions.

A &You should not expect everyone else to be passionate about your passion.
LyadSFcFRZ 6S Ydzad ftAaGSy G2 FyR @I fdzS SI «
Oty ale Al Ffftod bSOSNI o®EAGGHES azyYSz2yS
0 Your Life Message includes the Good News.

A & ou must learn to love lost people the way God does® ¢
A da t2y3a +a @2dz {(y26 2yS LISNBER2Y 6K2 R2Sa
praying for them, serving them in love, and sharing the Good News. And as long
4 GKSNB Aad 2yS LISNE2Y Ay @&2dzMurO2YYdzy A
OKdzNOK Ydzald 1SSLI NBI OKAY 3 oymewiisBayingt KS OK dz
02 O K Syouréh hdtdhallQ @é
0 @You only have a short time to share your life message and fulfill your mission® €

From Day 38: Becoming a World-Class Christian

O d&You have a choice to make. You will be either a world-class Christian or a worldly
Christian® €

O &Now, with the Internet, the world has gotten even smaller. In addition to phones and
faxes, any believer with Internet access can personally communicate with people in
virtually every country on earth. The whole world is at your fingertips® €

O d&The only barrier is the way we think® £
A Shift from self-centered thinking to other-centered thinking.

OQWith practice you can develop the habit of praying silent \Breath
prayersC¥or those you encounter. Say, Wather, help me to understand
what is keeping this person from knowing you® Q €

A shift from local thinking to global thinking.

OPeople may refuse our love or reject our message, but they are

defenseless against our prayers. Like an intercontinental missile, you

OFYy FTAY I LIN}Y@SNJIG F LISNA2YyQa KSI NI
miles away® &

OWherever there is change or conflict, you can be sure that God will use
it to bring people to him. People are most receptive to God when they
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are under tension or in transition® €
A Shift from “here and now” thinking to eternal thinking.

0So much of what we waste our energy on will not matter even a year
from now, much less for eternity® €

A Shift from thinking of excuses to thinking of creative ways to fulfill your
commission.
2R R2SayQi 61yl (G2 dzasS 2dzad az2yvysS 27
his people. We are all called to be on-mission for God® &

0 dQThe Great Commission is your commission, and doing your part is the secret to living a
life of significance® &

From Day 39: Balancing Your Life

O The five purposes are summed up in the Great Commandment and the Great
Commission.

A Love God with all your heart, souland mind: & , 2dz 4 SNB LI I YYSR T2 N
pleasure, so your purpose is to love God through worship® &

A Love your neighborasyourself: & , 2dz 6§ SNB &aKI LJISR F2NJ a SNIJA
to show love to others through ministry® €

A Go and make disciples: “You were made for a mission, so your purpose is to
AKI NS D2RQa&a Y¥wmdsm®@S ( KNP dz3K

A Baptizethem:& , 2dz 6 SNBE F2NNX¥SR F2NJ D2RQA& Fl YAf &:
with His church through fellowship® &

A Teachthem:d, 2dz 6 SNBE ONBFIGSR (G2 06S02YS tA1S /
to maturity through discipleship® €

O A great commitment to the Great Commandment and the Great Commission will make
you a great Christian® €

O dAWe learn best in community. Our minds are sharpened and our convictions are
deepened through conversation® &

@)

ORemember, we are meant to grow together, not separately® &

@)

OThe best way to balance the five purposes in your life is to evaluate yourself

periodically® €

O ®KS o6Said sle& (G2 NBAYT2NOS @2dz2NJ LINPINBAaa Ay
keep a spiritual journal. This is not a diary of events, but a record of the life lessons you

R2y Qi o1 wg G2 F2NHSI

O d&pProblems force you to focus on God, draw you closer to others in fellowship, build
Christlike character, provide you with a ministry, and give you a testimony. Every
problem is purpose-driven® €

O df you want to keep growing, the best way to learn more is to pass on what you have
already learned. Those who pass along insights get more from God® €
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@)

OThe more you know, the more God expects you to use that knowledge to help others® £

O dThe reason we pass on what we learn is for the glory of God and the growth of his
kingdom® €

O Wesus told his Father what he had been doing for the last three years: preparing his
RAAOALX Sa (2 tAQS T2NJ D2RQa LJz2N1J2asSao

a
A He helped them to know and love God (worship),
A taught them to love each other (fellowship),
A gave them the Word so they could grow to maturity (discipleship),
A showed them how to serve (ministry), and

A sent them out to tell others (mission).

O Jesus modeled a purpose-driven life, and he taught others how to live it, too. That was
0 KBork@hat brought glory to Godd ¢

From Day 40: Living with Purpose
O My Life Purpose Statement:
A My life purpose is to glorify God by
Making Him the CENTER of my life,
Refining my CHARACTER to be more like Him,
Making my CONTRIBUTION to serve humanity,

COMMUNICATING the Gospel whenever | can, however | can, wherever
| can, as much as | can, to whoever | can for as long as | can, and

Dwelling in close COMMUNITY with other believers connected to the
family of God.

A | have made a great commitment to obey the Great Commandment and fulfill
the Great Commission because | serve a great God who has made a great
sacrifice for me to escape a great damnation with a great salvation.
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The Purpose Driven Life Health Assessment

Want to find out how your life measures up to the five purposes of the purpose-driven life? Take this
simple test. It also helps you create a plan to encourage spiritual growth in key areas.

[ hbbo9/ ¢Y 2dz 6SNE FT2N¥YSR FT2NJ D2RQa Tl YAt

I am developing authentic community within my church family. 1 2 3 435
I am more loving, grace giving and forgiving to others than | was a year ago. 123 405
| am intentionally cultivating my relationships with Christian friends and spiritual mentors. 1 2 3 435
I am regularly connecting with my immediate family relationships (parent, siblings, kids and 123 435
spouse).

| am resolving conflict with others in a Biblical manner and supporting the leadership of mychurch 1 2 3 4 5
family.

Fellowship Total __

GROW: You were created to become like Christ

I have a growing relationship with God through regular quiet time in His Word and prayer. 12 3 45
| respond to challenges with peace and faith rather than anxiety and fear. 12 3 45
| avoid using addictive behaviors (food, television, busyness,etc.) to meet my needs. 1 2 3 45
I have a relationship with someone that encourages spiritual health & personal growth (spiritual 1 2 3 4 5
partner).

I am honoring God with my finances (budget) and my personal giving to His work (tithing). 1 2 3 45

Discipleship Total

SERVE: You were shaped for serving God

| am expressing my unique God-given design as a way of life (home, work, and community). 12 3 435
| am open and praying to be used by God and express my unique S.H.A.P.E. for ministry. 12 3 435
| am serving in a regular (once a month or better) ministry in the church or community. 12 3 435

| am sharing group ownership by assuming a small responsibility or facilitating a discussion group. 1 2 3 4 5

| am discovering new ways to cultivate and develop my unique SHAPE for ministry. 12 3 45

Ministry Total

SHARE: You were made for a mission

| am actively praying for and cultivating relationships with un-churched friends and family. 12 3 435
| am inviting seekers (unchurched people) to church and sharing my spiritual story with them. 12 3 435

| am seeking to connect unchurched people into our group or in the lives of our group members. 1 2 3 4 5
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| am praying and considering where God can use me cross-culturally in the future. 12 3 45

| am regularly investing in the spiritual life of another person or group (spiritual reproduction). 12 3 45

Evangelism Total

WORSHIP: You were planned for God's pleasure

I am faithfully attending church worship services for spiritual renewal and refreshment. 123 435
| have a personal plan and process to help me achieve my goals and dreams (health plan). 12 3 45
| have a growing heart for worship to God through music and praise (personal, group & church). 12 3 45
I am honoring God with my physical and personal health (exercise & nutrition). 12 3 45
| am pleasing God with every dimension of my life by balancing His purposes in my life. 12 3 45

Worship Total

JUST FAIR GETTING VERY WELL
BEGINNING GOING GOOD DEVELOPED
0-5 6-10 11-15 16-20 21-25

Optional Exercise: Have your parent(s), spouse, group leader, pastor and/or one additional Christian
friend fill out a copy of this form before you complete the Purpose Driven Life Health Plan.
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